WAMC NORTHEAST PUBLIC RADIO and THE EXPERIMENTAL TELEVISION CENTER 
Proposal to Host the NAMAC 2004 Northeast Regional Meeting 


Introduction. WAMC Northeast Public Radio and the Experimental Television Center are requesting 
consideration to act as hosts for the NAMAC 2004 Northeast Regional Meeting; and to offer the WAMC 
Performing Arts Studio’s Linda Norris Auditorium as the meeting venue (Please see attached descriptions of 
WAMC and ETC). If selected as hosts, WAMC and ETC will work in close collaboration with NAMAC to 
ensure that all host responsibilities are fulfilled, including arrangements for invitations, space requirements, 
lunch, and any other logistics necessary to a successful event. 


Why Host a Meeting. The intent is to combine the Regional NAMAC meeting with a Technical Assistance 
Workshop concerning Sound Curatorial Practice. The full two-day meeting will be designed for the media 
community of New York State, including representatives of metro NYC and from all regions of Upstate, and 
will facilitate a critical dialog surrounding key issues in the contemporary media arts field. The meeting will 
be a collaboration among hosts WAMC, ETC, and the NY State Council on the Arts Electronic Media and 
Film Program (NYSCA-EMF). The morning regional NAMAC meeting will be followed by a half-day 
session on curatorial concems. The evening will feature media screenings. The wrap-up session to be held 
the following day at the Troy Arts Center will allow participants an opportunity for reflection and summary. 
(Please see attached draft agenda for the full the two-day meeting). This strategy will encourage high attendance 
across geographic boundaries. 


As a relatively new presenting organization in upstate New York, hosting this meeting will provide WAMC 
with an opportunity to build audiences for our independent film and media arts programming and engage in 
new collaborations among our counterparts throughout New York State. This event will also provide ETC 
with the opportunity to act as a resource for outreach and promotion, to provide general conference support 
for participants and the host sites, and assist to with content development for the Technical Assistance 
Workshop. NYSCA will participate in the NAMAC morning meetings and the address to the constituency. 


Statement of Issues for the NY State and Northeast Regional NAMAC/NYSCA-EMF Media Arts 
Constituents. The intent of the meeting will be to: 

e Develop key strategies for effective advocacy for the independent media arts 

e Discuss issues of definition, pointed to in the recent Rockefeller Foundation report, From Celluloid to 
Cyberspace, the Media arts and the Changing Arts World; authors Kevin McCarthy and Elizabeth Henegan 
Ondaatje site the many challenges facing the media arts today. Among them, the (in)ability of the media arts 
to define and describe their own field. 

e Develop collaborative methods for strategically using existing resources 

e Devise more effective ways to represent the field to policy makers, legislators and others in the support of 
electronic media and film 

e Develop supportable and sustainable methods of convening both statewide and nationally 

e Encourage effective ways of cultivating leadership 

e Address the ways the shape and definition of media art changes, as the tools of electronic media art change 
and are increasingly appropriated by other art disciplines 


Content has been derived from a series of meetings held throughout the State during 2002-03: for attendees 
of the 2002 NAMAC conference held in NYC; the Breakfast Meetings held in New York City several times 
each year; two Upstate meetings held in Syracuse and Troy in late 2002; and a retreat which included about 
20 key members of the media field held in 2003. In addition many informal conversations have helped shape 
the proposed agenda. The meeting and discussion will be considered for broadcast on radio and as audio on 
the Internet. The meeting at WAMC presents an opportunity through Radio/Internet to reach broader 
constituency and a general public audience with critical dialog and educational information concerning 
media arts. A Summary Report to the Field will be circulated to the constituency in order to sustain an on- 


going conversation about critical issues. The results of the discussion will help to shape the agenda of the 
NAMAC 2005 National Congress. 


Potential Meeting Participants. The Experimental Television Center’s mailing list is contained in a 
database of over 1000 media organizations internationally; there are over 800 contacts in New York State. 
338 are organizations which have received NYS support for media arts programming. They also maintain 
electronic mailing lists, for efficient and effective communications with the media field in the State. Over 
175 organizations based in metropolitan New York and 64 organizations located in Upstate New York are 
presently entered in this database. Representative organizations include American Documentary (POV), 
Asian CineVision, AIVF, Brooklyn Museum of Art, Children’s Media Project, Creative Capital, Deep Dish, 
Donnell Media Center, DCTV, EVA, EAI, Film Forum, Film Society of Lincoln Center, Global Action 
Project, iEAR Studios, Independent Feature Project, International Film Seminars, Konscious Media, Media 
Rights.org, MoMA, NVR, NY Women in Film and TV, Paper Tiger, Solomon Guggenheim Museum, 
Squeaky Wheel, Standby, Third World Newsreel, Visual Studies Workshop, Women Make Movies, Youth 
Channel. All of these organizations are members of NAMAC and would be invited to participate in the 
NAMAC 2004 Regional meeting. A complete listing of all organizations in the State can be provided, if 
requested. 


Attachments. WAMC Description, ETC Description, Two-Day Meeting Agenda, List of Invitees 


